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“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains
justagrain ofwheat; but ifit dies, it produces much fruit.”

At every Mass, the sacrifice of Jesus is made present. Every Mass
reminds us of the transformative love of Jesus Christ forus. Every
celebration of the Eucharist reminds us that we are called to imitate
the love of Christin our own life. When we receive Holy Communion,
the life of Christ enters into our body. Do we allow his life and

his love to transform our hearts and our lives? Do our thoughts,
words and actions imitate the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ?

St.Augustine, in a homily he gave to Christians who were receiving
the Eucharist for the first time, once said it this way: “You ought to
know that what you will receive, what you ought to receive daily,
the bread that you see upon the altar which has been sanctified by
the word of God, is the body of Christ. The cup, or more accurately
what the cup contains, sanctified by the word of God, is the blood
of Christ. By these, the bread and wine, Christ wanted to entrust

us with his body and blood which he shed for the forgiveness

of oursins. If you receive this well, you are what you receive.”’

Augustine goes on in the same homily to point out the meaning of
the symbolism of the loaf of bread and the cup of wine that serve as
Eucharistic species. A piece of bread is made because individual
kernels of wheat have been crushed and brought together and then,
under heat and fire, baked into one loaf. Likewise for the wine: It

is made up of individual grapes that have been crushed and thus
brought together into one cup. The unity that results is, in each
case, contingent upon a certain giving up of individualism. This is
part of the transformation that the Eucharistic prayer asks of us,
namely, the breaking down of our own egos, agendas, and bitter lack
of forgiveness, so that we can be one with others in a community.

“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains just a grain of wheat; but ifit dies, it produces much
fruit”: How might the Lord be inviting you to imitate Him?

Have a great week!
Fr.Keith

THESACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE arrangements should be
made with the pastor one year prior to the wedding.

THEHOLY EUCHARIST is brought to the seriouslyill and the aged monthly
and Sundays by an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, if requested.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM is celebrated three times a year. Parents
should be attending Mass regularly and are expected to attend a pre-
baptism class. Sponsor certificates must be received by the Parish Center
before the Baptism is scheduled. Please contact your respective parish.

PARISH REGISTRATION AND ADDRESS CHANGES: New members are always
welcome. Please notify your parish office to update your contact information.

HOSPITALOR NURSING HOMEADMISSION NOTIFICATION:

Help us in our pastoral ministry to the sick by notifying your respective
parish office when aloved one is admitted to a hospital or nursing home.
Upon admission, please state the parish a person is a member.

NEWS &UPCOMING EVENTS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
We are looking for young people to be the parts in the stations.

Stations of the Cross Practice
Tonight, Sunday, March 17th
7:00 pmin St. Anthony of Padua Church

Stations of the Cross Enactment Friday, March 22nd
7:00 at St. Anthony of Padua, be there at 6:00

PARISHYOUTH HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday (March 28th) - Traveling to the Churches

with St.Jane’s Youth Group. Meet at St. Jane’s by 8:30. We will be back
atSt.Jane’s by 11:00, night will end with pizza at St. Jane's.

Good Friday (March 29th) - Fill Extra Easter Eggs
11:00 in Our Lady Church Hall. (Confirmation Service Hours)

Holy Saturday (March 30th) - Easter Egg Hunt
Meet at Our Lady Church Hall at 8:30 a.m. - 12:00p.m.
(School/Confirmation Service Hours Available)

CEMETERY PALM CROSSES

Pick-up this weekend, March 16th &17th
afterall Masses at Our Lady - Parish Center Lobby,
at St. Anthony’s - in the Saint’s Room/Library

There many still be a few if you forgot to order.

PREP NEWS

There willbe NO PREP CLASSES on

Sunday, March 31st, due to Easter Break. 4\'

EASTER EGG HUNT

Our Parish Youth would like to invite all children ages 2-10 from St.
Anthony of Padua and Our Lady of Mercy Church to an Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, March 30th at 10:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Mercy
Church Hall (132 So. 5th Street).

Donations Needed!!!!

Individually wrapped (SOFT) candies that can fitin hard plastic
eggs are needed. They can be placed in the containerin the back of
the church next weekend. Monetary donations can be placed in the
collection basket in an envelope marked “Easter Egg Hunt".

Help Needed!!!! .
Anyone interested in helping, 'f -H@
please contact the Parish Office. B~ E
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PARISH EVENTS

Monday 18 Daniel 13 1-9,15-17,19-30, 33-62
John8 1-1
Tuesday 19 2Samuel7 4-53,12-14a,16
Matthew1 16, 18-21
Wednesday 20 Daniel 3 14-20, 91-92, 95
John8 31-42
Thursday 21 Genesis 17 3-9
John8 51-59
Friday 22 Jeremiah 20 10-13
John10 31-42
Saturday 23 Ezekiel 37 21-28
John 45-56
Sunday 24 Isaiah 50 4-7
Mark 11 1-10
Mark14 1-15:47
&
LIFECRIB e« ® E} »

40 Days For Life Spring Campaign

The campaign will run until March 24th.
Please PRAY to end abortion! Please take
alist of needs from the Life Crib and
consider donating to Cay Galgon Life House
supporting mothers who have chosen life and their babies! Go
to theirwebsite for more information. Caygalgonlifehouse.org

ATTENTION YOUNG ADULTS (20-35)

Joinus on Friday evenings 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy
Pray and rest forawhile during Adoration followed by refreshments
and friendly conversation.

For more information or to sign up for our weekly newsletter, please
contact us at paxdei.olom@gmail.com (ALLAGES ARE WELCOME FOR
ADORATION).

BIBLESTUDY

Joinus as we dive into the Gospel of John. We will be using Ascension
Press’s Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John. By: Edward
Sri.The Bile Study will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:00 - 10:10

in Our Lady of Mercy Parish Center. We will be begin our study on
Sunday, April 21st. All are welcome!

LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Our Parish Youth would like to invite you to come travel the final
steps of Jesus as we enact the Living Stations of the Cross.
Friday, March 22nd at7:00 pm in St. Anthony of Padua Church.

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
Eternal Life and | will raise him on the last day!

John 6:54

PRO-LIFEMEETING

Our monthly PRO-LIFE meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 19th at
7:30 PMin OLOM Parish Center. All are welcome.

DIVINEMERCY CENACLE

Joinus as we read and discuss Saint Faustina'’s spiritual diary and
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Our next meeting will be Monday,
March 18th in the OLOM Parish Center. ALLARE WELCOME!

Divine Mercy Shrine Pilgrimage: Wednesday, July 10th Cost: $80.00
Includes Shrine Donation and Bus Drivers tip.

More information to follow. To reserve your seat please contact
Camille 908-319-2719

JOINUSFOROURWOMEN'SRETREAT _
WRITE ON MY HEART, O LORD SF

Saturday, May 18th 8:30 - 12:00 Our Lady of Mercy Social Hall.
Joinus aswe listen to the Lord’s Voice in Prayer, Song, and Personal
Reflections.

To Register please contact Our Lady of Mercy Parish office 610-252-
7381 orinfo@olomercy.com or Saint Anthony Parish office 610-253-
7188 or stanthonys@rcn.com

Completed forms can be placed in the collection basket.

COMMUNITY PENANCE SERVICES

Monday, March 25th 7:00PM Our Lady of Mercy
Tuesday, March 26th 4:00PM St.Anthony’s
Wednesday, March27th ~ 7:00 PM St.Jane's

HOLY WEEK MASS SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday Vigil 4:30 PM and 10:30 AM St. Anthony

8:00 AM and 12:00 PM (Spanish) OLOM
Holy Thursday 7:00 PM OLOM
Good Friday 3:00 PM Saint Anthony (English)

3:00 PM OLOM (Spanish)

7:00 PM OLOM Stations of the Cross
Easter Vigil 8:00 PM Saint Anthony (bilingual)
Easter Sunday 8:00 AM and 12:00 PM (Spanish) OLOM

10:30 AM Saint Anthony
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ST.ANTHONY'S PARISH LIFE

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, March 19 8:00am
Joseph Ramunni

Thursday, March 21

Stella Patti Grossman 8:00 am

Saturday, March 23
Josephine Fye

John Merlo 1st Anniversary 4:30 pm

Sunday, March 24
Arcangelo &Placida Berretta
Mary Spagnola

10:30am

MASSTIME CHANGE
Allweekday masses at Saint Anthony’s will begin at 8:00 AM.
Please be sure to adjust your schedule. Adoration will still be
available starting at 7:30 AM on Tuesday and Thursday.

. e w.
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DONATION OF ALTARFLOWERS = ‘tﬁ‘}\‘“
Flowers beautify the sacred space of our church and are a gift to God
and those who attend Masses. Flowers in the sanctuary can fittingly
mark anniversaries, the birth of a child, marriage, baptism or death,
ormay be used as an expression of joy and thanksgiving at any time.
Anannouncement will be made at the weekend Masses noting
the memorial or occasion for the flowers. Currently the suggested
donationis $60. Ifyouwould like to donate flowers, please contact
the parish office to reserve your date.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE

SACRISTAN  J.Gensheimer

LECTOR J.DiGangi  Dcn.Miguel M.Hollingsworth
E.MINISTERS L.Fowler Dcn. Miguel P.Titus
SERVERS M. Titus M. Murgia

CANTORS J.Fink

SACRISTAN  J.Allshouse

LECTOR G. Buffone P.Smith J.Azzalina
E.MINISTERS J.Gensheimer C.Minotti R.Allshouse
SERVERS N.&A.Diaz T.&J.Diaz

CANTORS M. Gano

STEWARDSHIP

You may make donations directly to Saint Anthony’s Church
at www.stanthonyeaston.com/giving. Please use your offering
envelopes, which will be sent to your respective parish.

Weekly Budget: $7,000.00
Weekly March 10th: $6,461.00

REMINDER! Do NOT respond to any text or
emails from Reverend Fr. Keith Laskowski asking
for money or gift cards. These are a scam!

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS

Contact Valerie:
luvstowrite2003@yahoo.com

Recently Deceased
Henry D'Alberto

Ninfina (Ninfa) Alessi

CHOIRNUTROLLSALE

Pick up will be taking place next week on Palm Sunday = 3
Weekend. Thankyou for supporting the choir.

COFFEE&THEWORD
Joinus every Tuesday morning at 9:30 AM in the Gathering

Place at St. Anthony of Padua. You will enjoy fellowship
and fresh coffee as we delve into the Word of God for )
Q)

the upcoming Sunday's liturgy. For more information,
contact Valerie @ 610-253-5175 or the Parish Center.

ST.ANTHONY GOLDEN AGE

Meeting April 8th, 2024 at 12:30pm. Anniversary Meeting
with pizza and bingo. Allmembers & guests are welcome!

Unless a grain
of wheat falls to
the ground and
dies, it remains
just a grain

of whedt. ...

E
},.\
2,

f
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STEWARDSHIP

Sunday, March 17 You may make donations directly to Our Lady of Mercy online

Florence Kalian 8:00am at:www.olomercy.com or use your weekly offering envelopes.

Gioacchino Suberati

Priests of the Parish 12:00pm (Spanish)
Monday, March 18
Kathi Todd Mentesano 8:00am

Tony Bassil

Wednesday, March 20
Deceased Priests of the 12:10 pm
Allentown Diocese

Gratitud ala Virgen 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Friday, March 22
James Buffet 8:00am
Sunday, March 24
Jack Seksinsky 8:00am
Colleen Zink
Rebecca Pineda -Birthday 12:00pm (Spanish)
Benita Robles 8-year anniversary
SUNDAY MARCH 24 8:00AM
Pat Clarke
Carina Schaffer
Val Lutz
MONDAY MARCH 25

Erich &Kathy Hammerstone -
FranTone

March Budgeted: $6,875.00
Actual: March 3rd: $10,153.50

MASS INTENTIONS

Our deceased loved ones benefit from the prayers offered
during Mass. If you would like to have a Mass said for one of
your family members or friends, please call the parish office
610-252-7381 or stop in during our office hours. The requested
donation is $10.00.

OFFICEHOURS
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:30pm

Our monthly Women's Guild Meeting will be held on
Thursday, March 21st at 1:30 PM in the Parish Center.

New members are always welcome!

The scrip Program is a vital form of fundraising for our parish. Please
consider purchasing gift cards foryour everyday needs as well as
for gifts. The cards are available in the rear of the church before and
after Mass orin the parish office.

WL

& - S
Ttz

Flowers beautify the sacred space of our church and are a gift to God
and those who attend Masses. Flowers in the sanctuary can fittingly
mark anniversaries, the birth of a child, marriage, baptism or death,
or may be used as an expression of joy and thanksgiving at any time.
An announcement will be made at the weekend Masses noting

the memorial or occasion for the flowers. Currently the suggested
donationis $60. Ifyouwould like to donate flowers, please contact
the parish office to reserve your date.

Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. \
Foraccess to the church, please ring the parish office bell. &/f

Allwishing to visit for private prayer are welcome to stop by <\\\\
j
REMINDER! Do NOT respond to any text or
emails from Reverend Fr. Keith Laskowski asking
for money or gift cards. These are a scam!



March 17,2024

Fifth Sunday of Lent

COMUNIDAD HISPANA

ESCRITORIO DEL PASTOR

“Yo les aseguro que si el grano de trigo, sembrado en la tierra, no
muere, queda infecundo; pero si muere, producird mucho fruto.”

En cada Misa se hace presente el sacrificio de JesUs. Cada Misa
nos recuerda el amor transformador de Jesucristo por nosotros.
Cada celebracion de la Eucaristia nos recuerda que estamos
llamados a imitar el amor de Cristo en nuestra propia vida. Cuando
recibimos la Sagrada Comunién, la vida de Cristo entra en nuestro
cuerpo. éDejamos que su viday suamor transformen nuestros
corazonesy nuestras vidas? éImitan nuestros pensamientos,
palabrasyacciones el amor sacrificado de Jesucristo?

San Agustin, en una homilia que dirigié a los cristianos que recibian
la Eucaristia por primera vez, lo dijo una vez de esta manera: "
Debes saber que lo que vas a recibir, lo que debes recibir cada

dia, el pan que ves sobre el altary que ha sido santificado porla
palabra de Dios, es el cuerpo de Cristo. El caliz, 0 mas exactamente
lo que contiene el céliz, santificado por la palabra de Dios,

es lasangre de Cristo. Con esto, el pany el vino, Cristo quiso
confiarnos su cuerpoy su sangre, que derramo para el perdén

de nuestros pecados. Si lo recibes bien, eres lo que recibes".

Agustin contintia en la misma homilia sefalando el significado del
simbolismo de la hogaza de panyla copa de vino que sirven como
especies eucaristicas. Un pedazo de pan se hace porque los granos
de trigo han sido aplastados y unidosy luego, bajo el calory el fuego,
cocidos en una hogaza. Lo mismo ocurre con el vino: estd hecho

de uvas individuales que han sido trituradasy reunidas en una
copa. Launidad resultante depende, en cada caso, de una cierta
renuncia alindividualismo. Esto forma parte de la transformacion
que nos pide la plegaria eucaristica, a saber, la ruptura de

nuestros propios egos, agendas y amarga falta de perdon, para

que podamos ser uno con los demas en una comunidad.

“Yo les aseguro que si el grano de trigo, sembrado en la tierra,
no muere, queda infecundo; pero si muere, producird mucho
fruto” Como puede estar invitandote el Sehor a imitarle?

iQue tengan una buena semana!
Fr.Keith

SERVICIOS EN ESPANOL

La Misa: Domingo @12:00 pm / Miércoles @7:00 pm
Confesiones: Miércoles @ 6:00 pm

ELSACRAMENTO DEL MATRIMONIO Si desea recibirel
Sacramento del Matrimonio, comuniquese con el parroco
almenos 6 meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

LASANTA EUCARISTIA es llevada a los enfermos graves y
ancianos mensualmentey los domingos por un Ministro
Extraordinario de la Eucaristia, si asi lo solicita.

ELSACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO Los Bautismos y clases bautismales se
realizaran el primer domingo de mesy se alternaran todos los meses.
Para mas informacion por favor comunicarse con la oficina parroquial
los miércoles o con el Diacono Jose Santos después de Misa.

Porfavor de registrar su hijo/a para ser bautizado por

lo menos 3 meses antes de la fecha deseada.

REGISTRO PARROQUIALY CAMBIOS DE DIRECCION: Los nuevos
miembros son siempre bienvenidos. Por favor notifique a su
oficina parroquial para actualizar suinformacion de contacto.

NOTIFICACION DEADMISION AL HOSPITAL O CASA DE ANCIANOS:
Siunserquerido ingresa en el hospital, enuna

residencia de ancianos o esta enfermo en casa, por favor
notifiquelo al Centro Parroquial (610-252-7381).

NOTICIAS DE PREPARACION

RECONCILIACION / PRIMERA COMUNION / CONFIRMACION

Las clases de Preparacion para la Educacion Religiosa Parroquial
(PREP) se ofrecen durante el ano escolar para preparar a sus hijos
para recibir los sacramentos. La Primera Comuniony Reconciliacion
se reciben cuando los estudiantes estan en el 3er grado. Sin embargo,
le pedimos que haya al menos 2 afios de preparacion antes de que un
nifio reciba los sacramentos. Los estudiantes de confirmacion deben
participar en las clases de 7° y 8° grado. Pongase en contacto con
nuestra coordinadora de PREP la Sra. Kelly DeRaymond.

NOTICIAS

Tenemos Secretaria bilingue disponible los Miércoles y Jueves de
12-4 para los que necesiten comunicarse o obtener informacion
sobre sacramentos.

ELLIBRO DEINTENCIONES DE MISAS

Para programar una Misa, por favor visitenos o envie sus solicitudes
de intencion de misay estipendios a la oficina parroquial. Aley de la
iglesia establece que no podemos aceptar mas intenciones de las
que podamos cumpliren un ano. El libro de Misas se abrira el martes
7 de noviembre de 2023. Se ha otorgado permiso para decir dos
intenciones separadas en cada Misa; sin embargo, debido a la gran
cantidad de solicitudesy al nimero limitado de Misas ofrecidas, solo
se puede programar una Misa de fin de semana por parte de la familia
por elmomento. Se pueden programar misas adicionales después
del primero del afio. Llame a la oficina Parroquial para verificar la
disponibilidad de la fecha deseada de la Misa.
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¢QUE ESTAPASANDO EN TU VIDA POR LO QUE PODEMOS ORAR?

El personal de Nuestra Senora de la Merced y San Antonio esta
comprometido a orar las necesidades de nuestros feligreses.
Comuniquese con la oficina de su parroquia con sus peticiones para
ser agregado a nuestra lista de oracién. 610-252-7381

VELAS VOTIVAS

éLe gustaria recordaraun ser querido en Misa? (Cumpleafios,
aniversarios, memoriales ocasiones especiales). Ahora tenemos
velas votivas por las Estatuas de Nuestra Santisima Madre y San Jose.
Elnombreylaintencion se anunciaran antes de la Misa El costo es
de $5.00. Por favor de comunicarse con la oficina parroquial para
reservar sus fechas.

\.‘.f s
PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION G?fzfr;r[!;bud?g

On Palm Sunday Weekend, March 24th, we will be having

a Palm Procession at the 12:00 Mass (weather permitting). Those who
wish to participate in the 12:00 Palm Sunday procession should meet
insmallside parking lot.

LAIMPORTANCIADE LAADORACION EUCARISTICA

Laimportancia de la Adoracion Eucaristica se manifiestaenel
hecho de que laiglesia tiene un Ritual que la regula: El derecho

de Exposicion y Bendicion Eucaristica, esta e una extension de la
Adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento que ocurre en cada Misa: “He
aqui el Cordero de Dios, he aqui el que quita el pecado de mundo.
Bienaventurados los llamados a la cena del Cordero”. La exposicion
del Santisimo Sacramentd fluye del sacrificio de la Misay sirve para
profundizar nuestra hambre de Comunién con Cristoy el resto de
laIglesia. EIRito concluye con a bendicion del ministro ordenando
bendiciendo a los fieles con el Santisimo Sacramento.

NUESTRAS PUERTAS ESTAN ABRIERTAS

Todos los que deseen visitar para la oracion privada son bienvenidos
apasarde lunes ajueves de 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Paraaccederala
iglesia, por favor toque el timbre de la oficina parroquial.

THEDIOCESEAND COMMUNITY

MOTHER DAUGHTERTEA M

Mothers and their daughters (ages 9-13) are invited to attend
aMother Daughter Tea on Sunday, April 28 from 1-4 pm at St.
Francis of Assisi Church Hall, 1046 W. Cedar St., Allentown!
Speakers will present on the beauty of God's gift of fertility,
explain the physical and emotional changes girls experience,
and share empowering tips on modesty, virtue, and personal
style. The afternoon will feature lunch, games, and prizes.

This event is being sponsored by the Diocese of Allentown'’s
NFP Task Force in partnership with the Bishop’s Commission
for Women. The cost is $25.00 per family. To register,
required by April 7, visithttps://allentowndiocese.flocknote.
com/signup/152407 or contact Kristin Osenbach at
kosenbach@allentowndiocese.org for more information.

ST.FRANCIS MINI-RETREAT

Bishop Alfred Schlert will present "Restlessness and Distraction
in Our Lives: Can the Synod Process Help Me?" at the Monday
Mini-Retreat on April 15 at St. Francis Retreat House in Easton.
Dinnerat 6 pm precedes the presentation from7:00 - 9:00.
Donation is $40 for in-person or $25 for virtual participation.
Register by April 5 at www.stfrancisretreathouse.org.

CATHOLIC GRANDPARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING
Catholic Grandparents Association

Meeting Announcement: March 16,2024, at 9:15AM

St.Joseph the Worker Parish Center

Join us for the next meeting of the Catholic Grandparents
Association where we pray for our children and grandchildren and
where we share with others our traditions and learn about theirs.

CASHBINGO

Cash BINGO sponsored by Saint
Jane’s Women's Group

Sunday, April 21st 1:00 PM Doors open at 11:30 AM
Brown and Lynch American Legion 2260 Corriere
Road Easton Handicap Accessible. Advance
tickets $25.00 until April 7th Tickets at the door
$30.00. Contact Carol Mattes 610-252-4233.

WEARE REMEMBERED 33RD EASTER MASS

The 33rd Annual Easter Mass sponsored by the Diocesan
“We Are Remembered” Ministry will be celebrated by
Reverend Stanley Moczydlowski on Wednesday, April 3 at
7 p.m. at Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Church in Whitehall.

Monday, March 20,2024 is the deadline to have the names
of loved ones enrolled to ensure theirinclusion in the
Book of the Remembered and the enroliment list that

will be printed afterward in the AD Today Newspaper.

We Are Remembered requests a $5 donation for each name
enrolled to cover expenses. Every name submitted will be
enrolled regardless of donation. “The work of the ministry
is sustained by your generosity and prayerful support.”

Toregister, send the following information and checks to
We Are Remembered Ministry, St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Parish, 618 Fullerton Avenue, Whitehall, PA 18052.
Include: Sponsor(s) name, Donation amount, Address,
Phone number, Email and Name(s) of the deceased.
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