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Fourth Sunday of Lent

Did you know that every mass begins with a passage of Scripture
called the Entrance Antiphon? We typically do not hear it because
we tend to begin mass with a song or hymn. The Entrance Antiphon
gives a kind of focus to the mass. Thisweekend, the Entrance
Antiphon is taken from the book of Isaiah: “Rejoice, Jerusalem....

Be joyful, allwho were in mourning” The Fourth Sunday of Lent

is known as “Laetare or Rejoice Sunday.” We are approximately
halfway through the season of Lent. Today, is intended to infuse
inus hope and encouragement as we journey through Lent toward
the joyful season of Easter. Listen carefully to the readings from
today's liturgy: St.Paultellsus, “God, who is rich in mercy, because
of the great love he had for us, even when we were dead in our
transgressions, brought us to life with Christ.” OrSt.Johnwho

tells us, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world might be saved through him."

The Word of God is intended to sink into our minds and our hearts
and give us strength. During our Lenten journey, we may fail in our
fast, we may forget to pray, we may be tempted to frustration in
trying to be charitable? God does notwant us to be discouraged. He
continually invites us to return to his loving embrace as he desires to
encourageus. Thereare times alsowhen one feels weighed down by
the past. There are events or choices that bring about sadness and
maybe even hopelessness. Today’s message reminds us of God's
desire to save us, to rescue us, and to healus. God is greater than
any of our sins, any of our problems. Ifyou have been away from the
celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation, | encourage you to
come back. Make a good confession! It will bring you peace and joy!

I would like to thank, Karen Corpora for arranging the visit

of the Blessed Carlo Acutis Eucharistic Miracle Display this
pastweekend. According to ourrecords, there were over 280
people who viewed the various miracles over the centuries. |
found it amazing to see the consistency of the analysis of

the blood samples revealing its origin as heart muscle and
ABblood type. Ifyoudid not have the opportunity to view
it,youcanviewitonline. MIRACOLIEUCARISTICI - Mostra
Internazionale Ideata e Realizzata da Carlo Acutis e Nicola Gori

Have a great week!
Fr.Keith

THESACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE arrangements should be
made with the pastor one year prior to the wedding.

THEHOLY EUCHARIST is brought to the seriouslyill and the aged monthly
and Sundays by an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, if requested.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM is celebrated three times a year. Parents
should be attending Mass regularly and are expected to attend a pre-
baptism class. Sponsor certificates must be received by the Parish Center
before the Baptism is scheduled. Please contact your respective parish.

PARISH REGISTRATION AND ADDRESS CHANGES: New members are always
welcome. Please notify your parish office to update your contact information.

HOSPITALOR NURSING HOMEADMISSION NOTIFICATION:

Help us in our pastoral ministry to the sick by notifying your respective
parish office when aloved one is admitted to a hospital or nursing home.
Upon admission, please state the parish a person is a member.

NEWS &UPCOMING EVENTS

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
We are looking for young people to be the parts in the stations.

Stations of the Cross Practice
Sunday, March10th &March 17th
7:00 pmin St. Anthony of Padua Church

Stations of the Cross Enactment Friday, March 22nd
7:00 at St. Anthony of Padua, be there at 6:00

CEMETERY PALM CROSSES

Order Weekend

This weekend of March 9th & 10th

Orders can be taken until Monday, March 11th
Pick-up Weekend B
Crosses will be available for pick-up

on March 16th &17th after all Masses at Our Lady - Parish Center
Lobby and at St. Anthony'’s - in the Saint’s Room/Library.

PREP NEWS

FIRSTHOLY COMMUNION PARENT'S MEETING

Sunday, March17th

9:10 in St. Anthony of Padua School Hall (&)
Thisisa MANDATORY Meeting

At least one parent MUST attend.

THANKYOU

Thankyou to all those who supportedOur Lady Spaghetti Dinner
Special thankyou to..

Shoprite, Joe Reilly, Giant, Redner’s, The Women's Guild,

and the many members of Our Lady and our Youth for all their help!

EASTER EGG HUNT

Our Parish Youth would like to invite all children ages 2-10 from St.
Anthony of Padua and Our Lady of Mercy Church to an Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, March 30th at 10:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Mercy
Church Hall (132 So. 5th Street).

Donations Needed!!!!

Individually wrapped (SOFT) candies that can fit in hard plastic
eggs are needed. They can be placed in the containerin the back of
the church next weekend. Monetary donations can be placed in the
collection basketin an envelope marked “Easter Egg Hunt".

Help Needed!!!! .
Anyone interested in helping, 'f -H@
please contact the Parish Office. B~ E
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PARISH EVENTS

March 10,2024
Monday 11 Isaiah 65 17-21

John4 43-54
Tuesday 12 Ezekiel 47 1-9,12

John5 1-16
Wednesday 13 Isaiah 49 8-15

John5 17-30
Thursday 14 Exodus 32 7-14

John5 31-47
Friday 15 Wisdom 2 1a,12-22

John7 1-2,10,25-30
Saturday 16 Jeremiah 11 18-20

John7 40-53
Sunday 17 Jeremiah 31 31-34

Hebrew5 79

John12 20-33

¥

LIFECRIB s ® f} ¥ s

40 Days For Life Spring Campaign

The campaign will run until March 24th.
Please PRAY to end abortion! Please take
alist of needs from the Life Crib and
consider donating to Cay Galgon Life House
supporting mothers who have chosen life and their babies! Go
to theirwebsite for more information. Caygalgonlifehouse.org

ATTENTION YOUNGADULTS (20-35)

Joinus on Friday evenings 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy
Pray and rest forawhile during Adoration followed by refreshments
and friendly conversation.

For more information or to sign up for our weekly newsletter, please
contact us at paxdei.olom@gmail.com (ALLAGES ARE WELCOME FOR
ADORATION).

R AR AT

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL

“There is nothing so great as the Eucharist. If God had
something more precious, He would have given it to us.”

-SaintJohn Vianney

PRO-LIFEMEETING

Our monthly PRO-LIFE meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 19th at
7:30 PMin OLOM Parish Center. All are welcome.

DIVINEMERCY CENACLE

Joinus aswe read and discuss Saint Faustina’s spiritual diary and
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Our next meeting will be Monday,
March 18thin the OLOM Parish Center. ALLARE WELCOME!

Joe oy of Lo Keffr

"The ancient world when Jesus walked was “lit only by fire,” as one
writer nicely put it. Oil lamps and candles brought the only relief from
post sunset darkness. The same fire boiled the water and cooked

the meals. Sowhen Jesus preached about His coming into the world
to bring light, the impact of His words was strong. We might miss

the message at first, surrounded as we are by our fiber-optic bulbs,
ever-ready generators and blinking appliances. Still, | believe we
instinctively know that evil thrives when our soul’s life is strangled by
sin.

"Lent, ifwe allow it to be part of our preparation for celebrating
Easter, will, through Scripture readings and meditative prayer, turn
the inner spotlight on our sins. Not the peccadilloes that dance
around the edges of our consciences, but those stubborn ingrained
habits in our makeup for which we have made all kinds of excuses to
keepin place.

Add in our perhaps habitual lying, or the rash judgments about
strangers and family members; and also the sexual selfishness. All
the many ways we can use to pretend God doesn't exist or care. In so
many situations that popular expression “WWJD” (What Would Jesus
Do ?) gets mocked more than minded, but it's a good startup question
when you're deciding what to do. Especially when Lenten thoughts
stirone’s conscience. On this matter, and on so many others, we have
today’s Responsorial Psalm as a rejoinder:

“Let my tongue be silenced if | ever forget you.” “You” means our
loving God.

As thelittle boy concluded to his Dad after viewing stained glass
windows featuring the saints, “I think a saint is a person whom the
light shines through.”
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ST.ANTHONY'S PARISH LIFE

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, March 12 8:00am
Anna Marie Villanti

Thursday, March 14
Sonny Merlo 8:00am

Saturday, March 16
Rosemary Ackerman
David &Eda Fioretti 4:30 pm

Sunday, March 17
Gloria Fimiano 1st Anniversary
Al'Manento Sr. 9th Anniversary

10:30am

STEWARDSHIP

You may make donations directly to Saint Anthony’s Church
at www.stanthonyeaston.com/giving. Please use your offering
envelopes, which will be sent to your respective parish.

Weekly Budget: $7,000.00
Weekly March 3rd: $5,429.00

REMINDER! Do NOT respond to any text or
emails from Reverend Fr. Keith Laskowski asking
for money or gift cards. These are a scam!

MASSTIME CHANGE
Allweekday masses at Saint Anthony’s will begin at 8:00 AM.
Please be sure to adjust your schedule. Adoration will still be
available starting at 7:30 AM on Tuesday and Thursday.

CANDLEINTENTIONS

St. Placido: Deceased Members of the San Placido Society
Saint Anthony: Deceased Members of Victor S. Patti Family
SaintJoseph: [udicello &Murgia Family

St.Jude: The Deceased Members of the Finocchio Family
Padre Pio: Carol Paolini Heard

St. Anne: Stella Patti Grossman

Sanctuary Candle: In Gratitude

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE

SACRISTAN  L.Fowler

LECTOR M. Merlo

E.MINISTERS J.Kavcak P.Titus J.Schinstine
SERVERS J.De Leon

CANTORS OLOM Music Ministry

SACRISTAN  C.Minotti

LECTOR P.Berger

E.MINISTERS M.Azzalina Sr.Donna M. Gano
SERVERS M. Vacaro G.Vacaro J.Viglianti
CANTORS M. Hollingsworth

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS

Contact Valerie:
luvstowrite2003@yahoo.com

Recently Deceased
Raymond M. Gerbino

CHOIRNUTROLLSALE

Extra Nutroll Order Forms are in the vestibule. All

orders due March 6th. Nutrolls sell for $17 2
(cash or check). Pick up after Masses on Palm Sunday
weekend. All varieties are available and listed on
order form. Thankyou for supporting the Choir.

COFFEE&THEWORD

Join us every Tuesday morning at 9:30 AM in the Gathering
Place at St. Anthony of Padua. You will enjoy fellowship

and fresh coffee as we delve into the Word of God for §
the upcoming Sunday's liturgy. For more information,
contact Valerie @ 610-253-5175 or the Parish Center.

ST.ANTHONY GOLDEN AGE

Meeting: March 11th, 2024 at 12:30pm
Pizza-Lunch-Bingo

Meeting April 8th, 2024 at 12:30pm
Anniversary Meeting

Pizza-Bingo

Allmembers &guests are welcome!

Welcome Newly Baptized
Lilyann Rose Kelly
Daughter of Kevin and Krista Kelly
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Sunday, March 10
Pam Warner 8:00am
Dolores Cortright

Deacon Jose Santos 12:00pm (Spanish)

Monday, March 11
Suzanne Kennedy 8:00am
Ted &Anne Whyte

Wednesday, March 13
Kathleen Shannon Brown 12:10 pm

Gratitud ala Virgin de Fatima 7:00 pm (Spanish)

Friday, March 15
Jim Seksinsky 8:00am

Patricia Kelly

Sunday, March 17
Florence Kalian 8:00am
Gioacchino Suberati

Priests of the Parish 12:00pm (Spanish)

SUNDAY MARCH 17 8:00AM

David Jablonski
Amy Robinson
Ronnita Fern

MONDAY MARCH 18
Larry and Pat Bleam- Colleen Hill

STEWARDSHIP

You may make donations directly to Our Lady of Mercy online
at: www.olomercy.com or use your weekly offering envelopes.

January Budgeted: $6,875.00
Actual: February 18th: $5,981.25

MASS INTENTIONS

Our deceased loved ones benefit from the prayers offered
during Mass. If you would like to have a Mass said for one of
your family members or friends, please call the parish office
610-252-7381 or stop in during our office hours. The requested
donation is $10.00.

OFFICEHOURS
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:30pm

Join us with our ongoing food collection each month. The food
collected goes to our local brothers and sisters in need. Foran
updated list of most needed items consult the bulletin board or pick
up alist to take home. The list is in the rear of the church.

The scrip Program is a vital form of fundraising for our parish. Please
consider purchasing gift cards foryour everyday needs as well as
for gifts. The cards are available in the rear of the church before and
after Mass orin the parish office.

WL

& - S
Ttz

Flowers beautify the sacred space of our church and are a gift to God
and those who attend Masses. Flowers in the sanctuary can fittingly
mark anniversaries, the birth of a child, marriage, baptism or death,
or may be used as an expression of joy and thanksgiving at any time.
An announcement will be made at the weekend Masses noting

the memorial or occasion for the flowers. Currently the suggested
donationis $60. Ifyouwould like to donate flowers, please contact
the parish office to reserve your date.

Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. \
Foraccess to the church, please ring the parish office bell. &/f

Allwishing to visit for private prayer are welcome to stop by <\\\\
j
REMINDER! Do NOT respond to any text or
emails from Reverend Fr. Keith Laskowski asking
for money or gift cards. These are a scam!
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COMUNIDAD HISPANA

ESCRITORIO DEL PASTOR

¢Sabia que cada misa comienza con un pasaje de la Escritura
llamado Antifona de Entrada? Normalmente no laoimos porque
solemos empezar la misa con un canto oun himno. Laantifonade
entradadaunaespecie de enfoque alamisa. Este finde semana,
la antifona de entrada esta tomada del libro de Isaias: " Alégrense,
Jerusalén... Alégrense todos los que estaban de luto". El cuarto
domingo de Cuaresma se conoce como "Laetare o Domingo de la
Alegria". Nosencontramos aproximadamente a mitad del tiempo
de Cuaresma. Eldiade hoy pretende infundirnos esperanza

y &nimo en nuestro camino a través de la Cuaresma hacia el
g0zoso tiempo de Pascua. Escuchemos con atencion las lecturas
delaliturgia de hoy: SanPablo nosdice:"Dios, que esricoen
misericordia, por el gran amor que nos tuvo, aun cuando estabamos
muertos en nuestras transgresiones, nos dio vida con Cristo". O
SanJuan que nos dice: "Porque Dios no envié a su Hijo almundo
para condenar al mundo, sino para que el mundo se salve por él."

La Palabra de Dios esta destinada a penetrar en nuestra mente

y en nuestro corazény darnos fuerza. Durante nuestro camino
cuaresmal, podemos fracasar en nuestro ayuno, podemos
olvidarnos de rezar, podemos caer en la tentacion de la frustracion
alintentar ser caritativos? Dios no quiere que nos desanimemos.
Nos invita continuamente a volver a su abrazo amoroso, pues desea
animarnos. También hay momentos en los que uno se siente
agobiado porel pasado. Hay acontecimientos u opciones que
provocan tristeza e incluso desesperanza. Elmensaje de hoynos
recuerda el deseo de Dios de salvarnos, rescatarnosy sanarnos.
Dios es mas grande que cualquiera de nuestros pecados, que
cualquiera de nuestros problemas. Sihasestado alejadodela
celebracion del sacramento de la Reconciliacion, te animo a que
vuelvas. iHazuna buena confesion! iTe traera pazy alegria!

Me gustaria dar las gracias a Karen Corpora por organizarla visita
de la Exposicion de Milagros Eucaristicos del Beato Carlo Acutis
el pasado fin de semana. Seglin nuestros registros, hubo mas de
280 personas que vieron los diversos milagros a lo largo de los
siglos. Me parecié asombroso ver la coherencia de los analisis de
las muestras de sangre que revelaban su origen como musculo
cardiacoy grupo sanguineo AB. Si no tuvo la oportunidad de
verlo, puede verlo en linea. MIRACOLI EUCARISTICI - Mostra
Internazionale Ideata e Realizzata da Carlo Acutis e Nicola Gori.

iQue tengan una buena semana!
Fr.Keith

SERVICIOS EN ESPANOL

La Misa: Domingo @12:00 pm / Miércoles @7:00 pm
Confesiones: Miércoles @ 6:00 pm

ELSACRAMENTO DEL MATRIMONIO Si desea recibirel
Sacramento del Matrimonio, comuniquese con el parroco
almenos 6 meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

LASANTA EUCARISTIA es llevada a los enfermos graves y
ancianos mensualmentey los domingos por un Ministro
Extraordinario de la Eucaristia, si asi lo solicita.

ELSACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO Los Bautismos y clases bautismales se
realizaran el primer domingo de mesy se alternaran todos los meses.
Para mas informacion por favor comunicarse con la oficina parroquial
los miércoles o con el Diacono Jose Santos después de Misa.

Porfavor de registrar su hijo/a para ser bautizado por

lo menos 3 meses antes de la fecha deseada.

REGISTRO PARROQUIALY CAMBIOS DE DIRECCION: Los nuevos
miembros son siempre bienvenidos. Por favor notifique a su
oficina parroquial para actualizar suinformacion de contacto.

NOTIFICACION DEADMISION AL HOSPITAL O CASA DE ANCIANOS:
Siunserquerido ingresa en el hospital, enuna

residencia de ancianos o esta enfermo en casa, por favor
notifiquelo al Centro Parroquial (610-252-7381).

NOTICIAS DE PREPARACION

RECONCILIACION / PRIMERA COMUNION / CONFIRMACION

Las clases de Preparacion para la Educacion Religiosa Parroquial
(PREP) se ofrecen durante el ano escolar para preparar a sus hijos
para recibir los sacramentos. La Primera Comuniony Reconciliacion
se reciben cuando los estudiantes estan en el 3er grado. Sin embargo,
le pedimos que haya al menos 2 afios de preparacion antes de que un
nifio reciba los sacramentos. Los estudiantes de confirmacion deben
participar en las clases de 7° y 8° grado. Pongase en contacto con
nuestra coordinadora de PREP la Sra. Kelly DeRaymond.

NOTICIAS

Tenemos Secretaria bilingue disponible los Miércoles y Jueves de
12-4 para los que necesiten comunicarse o obtener informacion
sobre sacramentos.

ELLIBRO DEINTENCIONES DE MISAS

Para programar una Misa, por favor visitenos o envie sus solicitudes
de intencion de misay estipendios a la oficina parroquial. Aley de la
iglesia establece que no podemos aceptar mas intenciones de las
que podamos cumpliren un ano. El libro de Misas se abrira el martes
7 de noviembre de 2023. Se ha otorgado permiso para decir dos
intenciones separadas en cada Misa; sin embargo, debido a la gran
cantidad de solicitudesy al nimero limitado de Misas ofrecidas, solo
se puede programar una Misa de fin de semana por parte de la familia
por elmomento. Se pueden programar misas adicionales después
del primero del afio. Llame a la oficina Parroquial para verificar la
disponibilidad de la fecha deseada de la Misa.
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¢QUE ESTAPASANDO EN TU VIDA POR LO QUE PODEMOS ORAR?

El personal de Nuestra Senora de la Merced y San Antonio esta
comprometido a orar las necesidades de nuestros feligreses.
Comuniquese con la oficina de su parroquia con sus peticiones para
seragregado a nuestra lista de oracion. 610-252-7381

VELAS VOTIVAS

¢Le gustaria recordar a un serquerido en Misa? (Cumpleafios,
aniversarios, memoriales ocasiones especiales). Ahora tenemos

velas votivas por las Estatuas de Nuestra Santisima Madre y San Jose.

Elnombreylaintencién se anunciaran antes de la Misa El costo es
de $5.00. Por favor de comunicarse con la oficina parroquial para
reservar sus fechas.

LAIMPORTANCIADE LAADORACION EUCARISTICA

Laimportancia de la Adoracion Eucaristica se manifiestaenel
hecho de que laiglesia tiene un Ritual que la regula: El derecho

de Exposicion y Bendicion Eucaristica, esta e una extension de la
Adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento que ocurre en cada Misa: “He
aqui el Cordero de Dios, he aqui el que quita el pecado de mundo.
Bienaventurados los llamados a la cena del Cordero”. La exposicion
del Santisimo Sacramentd fluye del sacrificio de la Misay sirve para
profundizar nuestra hambre de Comunién con Cristoy el resto de
laIglesia. EIRito concluye con a bendicion del ministro ordenando
bendiciendo a los fieles con el Santisimo Sacramento.

NUESTRAS PUERTAS ESTAN ABRIERTAS

Todos los que deseen visitar para la oraciéon privada son bienvenidos
apasarde lunes ajueves de 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Paraaccederala
iglesia, por favor toque el timbre de la oficina parroquial.

THEDIOCESEAND COMMUNITY

MOTHER DAUGHTERTEA M

Mothers and their daughters (ages 9-13) are invited to attend
aMother Daughter Tea on Sunday, April 28 from 1-4 pm at St.
Francis of Assisi Church Hall, 1046 W. Cedar St., Allentown!
Speakers will present on the beauty of God's gift of fertility,
explain the physical and emotional changes girls experience,
and share empowering tips on modesty, virtue, and personal
style. The afternoon will feature lunch, games, and prizes.

This event is being sponsored by the Diocese of Allentown'’s
NFP Task Force in partnership with the Bishop’s Commission
for Women. The cost is $25.00 per family. To register,
required by April 7, visithttps://allentowndiocese.flocknote.
com/signup/152407 or contact Kristin Osenbach at
kosenbach@allentowndiocese.org for more information.

SACRED HEART OF JESUS COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Bath, Pa. and Knights of Columbus 14464 will
be sponsoring a Community Breakfast on March 17,2024. All of your
favorites will be offered along with the monthly special of Potato
Pancakes, and Irish Coffee. Adults $11.00, children 5.00, under 6
free. Church Auditorium, 117 Washington St, Bath, Pa.7 to 11 am.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS ﬂ REDNER’S

Ifyou shop at Redner’s Market, we could use your help. Afteryour
shopping trip please save your receipts and drop themin the
box in the rear of Our Lady of Mercy Church. PLEASE NOTE: tapes
that are marked or cut off will not be accepted for refunds. All
money received from the tapes will be used to support our local
seminarians. We thank you for your support of this worthy cause.

CASHBINGO

Cash BINGO sponsored by Saint
Jane’s Women's Group

Sunday, April 21st 1:00 PM Doors open at 11:30 AM
Brown and Lynch American Legion 2260 Corriere
Road Easton Handicap Accessible. Advance
tickets $25.00 until April 7th Tickets at the door
$30.00. Contact Carol Mattes 610-252-4233.

WEARE REMEMBERED 33RD EASTER MASS

The 33rd Annual Easter Mass sponsored by the Diocesan
“We Are Remembered” Ministry will be celebrated by
Reverend Stanley Moczydlowski on Wednesday, April 3 at
7 p.m. at Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Church in Whitehall.

Monday, March 20,2024 is the deadline to have the names
of loved ones enrolled to ensure theirinclusion in the
Book of the Remembered and the enroliment list that

will be printed afterward in the AD Today Newspaper.

We Are Remembered requests a $5 donation for each name
enrolled to cover expenses. Every name submitted will be
enrolled regardless of donation. “The work of the ministry
is sustained by your generosity and prayerful support.”

Toregister, send the following information and checks to
We Are Remembered Ministry, St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Parish, 618 Fullerton Avenue, Whitehall, PA 18052.
Include: Sponsor(s) name, Donation amount, Address,
Phone number, Email and Name(s) of the deceased.
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