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Recently, there have been headlines in the religious and secular news
claiming that the Catholic Church has changed its traditional teaching on
marriage and now has been given permission to bless same sex unions.
On Dec. 18, a document entitled, Fiducia Supplicans: On the Pastoral
Meaning of Blessings was publicly released by an office of the Vatican.
The document speaks about the traditional meaning of marriage and
the purpose of blessings. Itincludes a reference regarding the blessing
of people in "irregular situations” including same-sex marriages. There
have been avariety of responses and interpretations on this document.
Many of the interpretations, especially from a variety of news outlets,
have led to much confusion. To offersome clarity, |would like to

share with you Bishop Schlert’s Official Response to the document:

"The Vatican’s Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a
Declaration entitled Fiducia Supplicans - On the Pastoral Meaning
of Blessings. The document proposes ways in which persons in
irregular situations, including same-sex relationships, may seek
blessings from the Church. The Church’s teaching that marriage

is between one man and one woman has not changed.

The Declaration has reaffirmed that the Church does not have the
authority nor capability to bestow a liturgical blessing on irregular
relationships, including same-sex relationships. Pastoral blessings may
be imparted on any individual to invoke God’s help and mercy in their life,
to help them grow in holiness, and to come to a greater understanding

of Divine Truth. Such blessings are offered to the individual, and

do not validate nor sanctify their union with another person.

The Church has always been a font of mercy and blessing for
those who seek the Lord's consolation, protection, and grace in
order to grow in holiness, and this Declaration affirms that."

Happy Feast of the Epiphany!

Fr. Keith

THESACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE arrangements should be
made with the pastor one year prior to the wedding.

THEHOLY EUCHARIST is brought to the seriouslyill and the aged monthly
and Sundays by an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, if requested.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM is celebrated three times a year. Parents
should be attending Mass regularly and are expected to attend a pre-
baptism class. Sponsor certificates must be received by the Parish Center
before the Baptism is scheduled. Please contact your respective parish.

PARISH REGISTRATION AND ADDRESS CHANGES: New members are always
welcome. Please notify your parish office to update your contact information.

HOSPITALOR NURSING HOMEADMISSION NOTIFICATION:

Help us in our pastoral ministry to the sick by notifying your respective
parish office when aloved one is admitted to a hospital or nursing home.
Upon admission, please state the parish a person is a member.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

January 19th - March for Life @ Washington DC

SNOWTUBING AT BLUE MOUNTAIN

Monday, January 15th
The Cost will be $10 each.

Anyone interested in attending please contact
Mrs. DeRaymond at 610-253-7188 or
bubbade85@att.net

FIRSTPENANCENEWS

January 21st - 1st Penance Parent’s Meeting
@9:00 am - in St. Anthony’s School
January 28th - 1st Penance Friendship Day
@9:00 am - inthe 3rd gr. PREP Classroom
January 28th -1st Penance Parent’s Meeting - (Snow Date)

PREP NEWS

PREP CHRISTMAS BREAK

There will be no PREP class Sunday, January7th,
foraTeacher's Meeting. (PREP will resume on
Sunday, January 14th)

PREP Teacher's Meeting
Sunday, January7th at 9:00amin Our Lady of
Mercy Parish Center

FAMILY PREP

Classes are held monthly on the
Second Sunday of the Month
9:00 a.m. in St. Anthony of Padua Parish Hall
***Note the Location Change***
Classes are dismissed at 10:10 A.M.

Our Next Session will be on
Sunday, January 14th

FAMILY PREP

We would like to welcome and invite ALL FAMILIES to join us for our
Children's Liturgy on Sunday, January 14th at the 10:30am Mass.

During these Children’s Liturgies, our Music & the homily will be
directed toward our children, encouraging them to sing, to listen,
and ponder God.
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EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL: JESUS IS CALLING US DEEPER
Monday 8 Isaiah 42 1-4.6-7 Why are the U.S. bishops doing this?
Mark1 7-11 According to Pew Research Center, only 31% of Catholics
believe in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
Tuesday 9 1Samuel1 9-20 ] '
Mark1 21-28 Itisup to that 31% to spread the truth to all. As the revival
website says: “We all need healing, yet many of us are
Wednesday 10 1Samuel3 1-10,19-20 separated from the very source of our strength. Jesus
Mark1 29-39 Christ invites us to return to the source and summit of
ourfaith — his real presence in the holy Eucharist.”
Thursday 11 1Samuel4 1-1 o ) _
Mark1 40-45 Itis atime to confront the hardships that face peoplein
everyday life. The National Eucharistic Revival is a powerful,
Friday 12 1Samuel 8 4-710-22a uplifting way to rise to this challenge. To find out more about
Mark 2 1-12 the Revivalgo to https://www.eucharisticrevival.org
Saturday 13 1Samuel 9 1-4,17-19,10:1
Mark 2 13-17 “Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life. Night and
day, He is there. If you really want to grow in love, come back to the
Sunday 14 1Samuel3 3b-10,19 Eucharist, come back to that Adoration.” -St. Teresa of Calcutta
1 Corinthians 6 13c-15a, 17-20
John1 35-42

JOIN US FOR

é* Y -
= A— e~ s

BIBLESTUDY

Joinus aswe dive into the Gospel of John. We will be using
Ascension Press’s Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel

of John. By: Edward Sri. The Bile Study will meet on Sunday
mornings from 9:00 - 10:10 in Our Lady of Mercy Parish Center.
We will be beginning January 28th. All are welcome!

WHY DO WEEXIST?

Our Lady of Mercy and Saint Anthony exist to create a
community where people can experience the healing and joy
that comes from a loving relationship with Jesus Christ.

Lord Jesus,

We askyou to be with us as we work together to create a community
where people can experience the healing and joy that comes from a
loving relationship with you. Help us to go above and beyond what is

expected of us so that we may be hardworking and reliable. Teach us

to always strive for excellence in ourwork. We ask that you help us
to become selfless servants who serve with humility so that we may
generously assist others who are in need. We ask that you help us to
seeyou in everyone we meet so that we may serve them with dignity
and respect and may treat them as loving members of your family.
We ask this in your Holy Name. AMEN

COMING IN MARCH

March 2nd and 3rd We will host the Blessed Carlo
Acutis Display of Eucharistic Miracles

The display will be available in the parish hall at
Our Lady of Mercy. More details and times to follow.

COFFEE&THEWORD

Joinus every Tuesday morning at 9:30 AM in the Gathering

Place at St. Anthony of Padua. You will enjoy fellowship

and fresh coffee as we delve into the Word of God for

the upcoming Sunday's liturgy. For more information,

contact Valerie @ 610-253-5175 or the Parish Center. Q

MAKE STEWARDSHIPYOUR RESOLUTION IN 2024

Making an estate plan is an act of care foryourself, your loved
ones, and your community. By creating your plans, you can
outline important financial and healthcare decisions for

the future, provide foryourloved ones, and ultimately, act

as asteward of everything God has placed inyour care.

Through our new partnership with FreeWill, you can start the
new year by completing this important act of care. FreeWillisa
secure online platform that can walk you through the process
of creating your estate plan — 100% free of cost. Please scan
the QR code below or visit our website Giving | Roman Catholic
Diocese of Allentown (allentowndiocese.org) to begin.
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ST.ANTHONY'S PARISH LIFE

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, January 9 NO MASS
NO MASS

Thursday, January 11 8:30am

Ursula Simonelli 1st Anniversary

Saturday, January 13

Mary Weiland 4:30 pm

Sunday, January 14

Holy Name Mass 8:00am

Margaret & Dominic DeBona 10:30am

75th Wedding Anniversary

CANDLEINTENTIONS

Sanctuary Candle: David Dominic Vannicola
Blessed Mother: Teresa Paula Scalzo
St. Placido: Special Intention

St.Joseph: Joseph Kavcak

LITURGICALMINISTERS SCHEDULE

SACRISTAN  J.Gensheimer

LECTOR M. Hollingsworth

E.MINISTERS J.Kavcak J.Donofrio J.Schinstine
SERVERS M.Azzolina  M.Murgia

CANTORS

SACRISTAN  J.Donofrio
LECTOR G.Buffone

E.MINISTERS P.Titus J.Bast J. Donofrio
SERVERS M. Titus

CANTORS

SACRISTAN  J. Allshouse

LECTOR YOUTH

E.MINISTERS P.Smith Sr.Donna J.Reidda
SERVERS M. Vacaro G.Vacaro J.Viglianti

CANTORS

STEWARDSHIP

You may make donations directly to Saint Anthony’s Church
at www.stanthonyeaston.com/giving. Please use your offering
envelopes, which will be sent to your respective parish.

Weekly Budget: $7,000.00
Weekly December 24th: $

Recently Deceased
Rosemarie Sortino

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS

Contact Valerie:
luvstowrite2003@yahoo.com

Church (rack) Candles $3.00

THE PARISH MASS BOOK 2024

The 2024 Mass book is now open. Please stop by or call the
parish office 610-253-7188 to schedule your Masses.

THEGOLDEN AGE
Next monthly meeting: January 8,2024

HOLY NAME MAN OF THEYEAR COMMUNION MASS

The Holy Name Society of St. Anthony's is holding their annual
Man of the Year Communion Mass at 8:00 at St. Anthony's
Church on Sunday, January 14th, 2024. Allmembers are
urged to attend. Breakfast will follow the mass and will be
held at Tic-Toc diner on Northampton St. Cost is $10.00.

Any questions, contact Joe Mowad at 484-201-4555.

NUTROLLSALE -

The Choirwill sell Nutroll for Easter but will start earlier S
(Easteris March 31st). Look for details in January! :

P O M S5

An Epiphany Prayer

God of all heaven and earth, From the breath of your love
came the creation of the world. We are amazed at the vast

beauty of the night sky and at the intimate nature of the
love you have for us your children. Be our daily star, guiding
our lives to search for kingdom love. May we always follow
your light of truth in all that we do, forever trusting, hoping,
and believing inyourword. Lift our eyes tonight to see your

eternal life shining brightly, Leading us home. Amen.
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/times/epiphany_prayer.htm|
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STEWARDSHIP
Sunday, January7 _ You may make donations directly to Our Lady of Mercy online
Parishioners with a January Birthday 800 am at:www.olomercy.com or use your weekly offering envelopes.
Walter & Betty Abert
December Budgeted: $6,875.00
Actual: December 24th: $6,436.25
Angel Lewis 12:00pm
Gregoria Caro
MASS INTENTIONS
Ilt_/lcmdajl,éar;uary? 8:00am Toschedule a Mass please stop in or call the parish office.
atnerjudeArinertwe Requested Donation is $10.00.
Wednesday, January 10
Andrew Hutchinson 14th Anniversary ~ 12:10 pm Ciole (0L
Rita Roman Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:30pm
Douglas Angel 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Fridav January 12 Thankyou to all those who donate each month to our collection
¥ ¥ 8:00 forthe food pantry. ProJeCt has supplied us with an updated list of
Jose De Jesus ram ds. Pl the list posted on the bulletin board or pick
Marie Link needs. Please see the list posted on the bulletin board or pick up a
copy of the needs in the rear of the church.
Sunda\/l January14 Our next meal for Safe Harbor will be on Tuesday, January 23. Ifyou
Marie Fleck 4:00 pm would like to help, please contact the parish office. 610-252-7381.
Mary Theresa Klein
Blanca Paz 12:00pm (Spanish) . L
Our monthly Women's Guild Meeting will be held on Thursday,
January 18th at 1:30 PMin the Parish Center. New Members are
always welcome.
Recently Deceased
Marie Link
The 51st March for Life in Washington DC. will be on
FridayJanuary 19th,2024.
SUNDAY JANUARY14 8:00AM There are two buses leaving from our area, St Jane's call Andrew Azan
Zena Wambold 908-962-1552 and Saints Phillip and James call Colleen Wolters
908-329-4858.
Jason Wambold
Ronnie Fern
MONDAY JANUARY 15

Larry & Pat Bleam - Betsy Kennedy

MARCH ror LIFE
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COMUNIDAD HISPANA

ESCRITORIO DEL PASTOR

Recientemente, han aparecido titulares en las noticias religiosas

y profanas que afirman que la Iglesia Catélica ha cambiado su
doctrina tradicional sobre el matrimonioy ahora se le ha dado
permiso para bendecir las uniones entre personas del mismo sexo.
EI18 de diciembre, un documento titulado Fiducia Supplicans: Sobre
elsignificado pastoral de las bendiciones. Eldocumento habla
delsignificado tradicional del matrimonioy de la finalidad de las
bendiciones. Incluye una referencia alabendicién de personas en
"situaciones irregulares", incluidos los matrimonios homosexuales.
Ha habido una gran variedad de respuestas e interpretaciones sobre
este documento. Muchas de las interpretaciones, especialmente

de diversos medios de comunicacion, han generado mucha
confusion. Para ofreceralgo de claridad, me gustaria compartir

con ustedes la Respuesta Oficial del Obispo Schlert al documento:

"El Dicasterio para la Doctrina de la Fe del Vaticano publica una
Declaracion titulada Fiducia Supplicans - Sobre el significado
pastoral de las bendiciones. El documento propone vias

para que las personas en situacion irregular, incluidas las
relaciones homosexuales, puedan solicitar bendiciones de

la Iglesia. La ensefianza de la Iglesia de que el matrimonio

es entre un hombre y una mujer no ha cambiado.

La Declaracion ha reafirmado que la Iglesia no tiene autoridad ni
capacidad para otorgar una bendicion littirgica a las relaciones
irregulares, incluidas las relaciones entre personas del mismo
sexo. Las bendiciones pastorales pueden impartirse a cualquier
individuo para invocar la ayuday la misericordia de Dios en su
vida, para ayudarle a crecer en santidady a llegar auna mayor
comprension de la Verdad Divina. Tales bendiciones se ofrecen al
individuo, y no validan ni santifican su union con otra persona.

La Iglesia siempre ha sido fuente de misericordia y bendicion

para quienes buscan el consuelo, la protecciony la gracia del
Sefior para crecer en santidad, y esta Declaracion asi lo afirma."

iFelizfiesta de la Epifania!

Fr.Keith

| hitps:@llitheresechurch.org/what-is-the i’ L

SERVICIOS EN ESPANOL

La Misa: Domingo @12:00 pm / Miércoles @7:00 pm
Confesiones: Miércoles @ 6:00 pm

ELSACRAMENTO DEL MATRIMONIO Si desea recibirel
Sacramento del Matrimonio, comuniquese con el parroco
almenos 6 meses antes de la fecha de la boda.

LASANTA EUCARISTIA es llevada a los enfermos graves y
ancianos mensualmentey los domingos por un Ministro
Extraordinario de la Eucaristia, si asi lo solicita.

ELSACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO Los Bautismos y clases bautismales se
realizaran el primer domingo de mesy se alternaran todos los meses.
Para mas informacion por favor comunicarse con la oficina parroquial
los miércoles o con el Diacono Jose Santos después de Misa.

Porfavor de registrar su hijo/a para ser bautizado por

lo menos 3 meses antes de la fecha deseada.

REGISTRO PARROQUIALY CAMBIOS DE DIRECCION: Los nuevos
miembros son siempre bienvenidos. Por favor notifique a su
oficina parroquial para actualizar suinformacion de contacto.

NOTIFICACION DEADMISION AL HOSPITAL O CASA DE ANCIANOS:
Siunserquerido ingresa en el hospital, enuna

residencia de ancianos o esta enfermo en casa, por favor
notifiquelo al Centro Parroquial (610-252-7381).

NOTICIAS DE PREPARACION

RECONCILIACION / PRIMERA COMUNION / CONFIRMACION

Las clases de Preparacion para la Educacion Religiosa Parroquial
(PREP) se ofrecen durante el ano escolar para preparar a sus hijos
para recibir los sacramentos. La Primera Comuniony Reconciliacion
se reciben cuando los estudiantes estan en el 3er grado. Sin embargo,
le pedimos que haya al menos 2 afios de preparacion antes de que un
nifio reciba los sacramentos. Los estudiantes de confirmacion deben
participar en las clases de 7° y 8° grado. Pongase en contacto con
nuestra coordinadora de PREP la Sra. Kelly DeRaymond.

NOTICIAS

Tenemos Secretaria bilingue disponible los Miércoles y Jueves de
12-4 para los que necesiten comunicarse o obtener informacion
sobre sacramentos.

ELLIBRO DEINTENCIONES DE MISAS

Para programar una Misa, por favor visitenos o envie sus solicitudes
de intencion de misay estipendios a la oficina parroquial. Aley de la
iglesia establece que no podemos aceptar mas intenciones de las
que podamos cumpliren un ano. El libro de Misas se abrira el martes
7 de noviembre de 2023. Se ha otorgado permiso para decir dos
intenciones separadas en cada Misa; sin embargo, debido a la gran
cantidad de solicitudesy al nimero limitado de Misas ofrecidas, solo
se puede programar una Misa de fin de semana por parte de la familia
por elmomento. Se pueden programar misas adicionales después
del primero del afio. Llame a la oficina Parroquial para verificar la
disponibilidad de la fecha deseada de la Misa.
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¢QUE ESTAPASANDO EN TU VIDA POR LO QUE PODEMOS ORAR?
El personal de Nuestra Senora de la Merced y San Antonio esta
comprometido a orar las necesidades de nuestros feligreses.

Comuniquese con la oficina de su parroquia con sus peticiones para

seragregado a nuestra lista de oracion. 610-252-7381

VELAS VOTIVAS

¢Le gustaria recordar a un ser querido en Misa? (Cumplearios,
aniversarios, memoriales ocasiones especiales). Ahora tenemos

velas votivas por las Estatuas de Nuestra Santisima Madre y San Jose.

Elnombreylaintencién se anunciaran antes de la Misa El costo es
de $5.00. Por favor de comunicarse con la oficina parroquial para
reservar sus fechas.

NUESTRAS PUERTAS ESTAN ABRIERTAS

Todos los que deseen visitar para la oracion privada son bienvenidos

apasardelunes ajueves de 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Paraaccederala
iglesia, por favortoque el timbre de la oficina parroquial.

LAIMPORTANCIADE LAADORACION EUCARISTICA

Laimportancia de la Adoracion Eucaristica se manifiestaenel
hecho de que laiglesia tiene un Ritual que la regula: El derecho

de Exposicion y Bendicion Eucaristica, esta e una extension de la
Adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento que ocurre en cada Misa: “He
aqui el Cordero de Dios, he aqui el que quita el pecado de mundo.
Bienaventurados los llamados a la cena del Cordero”. La exposicion
del Santisimo Sacramentd fluye del sacrificio de la Misay sirve para
profundizar nuestra hambre de Comunién con Cristoy el resto de
laIglesia. EIRito concluye con a bendicion del ministro ordenando
bendiciendo a los fieles con el Santisimo Sacramento.

VENTADESCRIPT

iLas vacaciones llegan rapidamente! Las tarjetas de regalo son una
excelente manera de recordar a esa persona especial. Pase por la
mesa Script en la parte trasera de la iglesia o en la oficina parroquial
para hacer sucompra.iPodemos facilitarle sus compras!

THEDIOCESEAND COMMUNITY

ST.MONICAMINISTRYHOLYHOUR

Allare warmly invited to take partin a Holy Hour sponsored

by the St. Monica Ministry. The Holy Hour will take place at St.
Theresa Church, Hellertown at 6:00pm on Tuesday, January

9. We will come together before the Blessed Sacrament to ask
Our Lord's mercy and to invoke the powerful intercession of St.
Monica for our fallen-away loved ones. Presiding at the Holy
Hourwill be Rev. Stephan Isaac, Parochial Vicar at the Cathedral
Church of Catharine of Siena, Allentown. Immediately after the
Holy Hour, a meeting and book discussion will take place in the
rectory.All are welcome, and no registration is required. For more
information, please email StMonicaMinistry27@gmail.com

REDNER'S SAVEATAPE PROGRAM

Ifyou shop at Redner’s Market, we could use your help. After your
shopping trip please save your receipts and drop them in the
box in the rear of Our Lady of Mercy Church. PLEASE NOTE: tapes
that are marked or cut off will not be accepted for refunds. All
money received from the tapes will be used to support our local
seminarians. We thankyou foryour support of this worthy cause.

TREASURING HUMAN LIFE

We need to stop a Constitutional Amendment which would
allow abortions up to the moment of birth. The Amendment
would have to pass both the PAHouse of Representatives
and the PA Senate in two consecutive sessions before it
would be placed on the ballot. As a faithful Christian, what
canyoudo to help stop this dangerous Amendment?

- Pray everyday for the defeat of HB 1888, the
dangerous Constitutional Amendment.

- Send a message to your state Representative and state Senator
opposing the Amendment. You can do so via the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation’s website at www.paprolife.org.

- Share this information with your pro-
life friends and family members.

PENNSY LVADNILA

PRO-LIFE

FEDERATIOIN
4800 Jonestown Rd., Suite 102/
Harrisburg, PA/17109/www.paprolife.org
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Richard Talipan, Owner In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
610-258-7256 ' French Drains
vater . Foundation Repair
h”mm,:a:(:;:,:,"mﬂ"’ Mold Remediation
3750 WILLIAM PENN HIGHWAY - EASTON www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com 610-696-0100

I:L \\E « Wedding g Oten for RAUB’S FLORIST | & Roseberry ANTONIO’S

- Everyday and GREENHOUSES ¥ i

ESSENCE  -Sympathy Breakfast & Lunch | Fi owERs FOR ALL OCCASIONS o Family ,Denta,l PIZZERIA
{fowen & gift shop * QPO 1416 SOUTHSTHST | Polied & Garden Plants From Our Own . | Quality stat o the art csmetic laser dentisty § - pjcover- g new favorite by
B — trying the top pizzas in Easton

g ¢ DOWNTOWN EASTON Greenhouses - Homegrown Fruits & I Phjlip Baldo, DMD -« Brianne McGuinness, DDS
(610) 810-3783

Vegetables In Season . .
224 Roseberry St., Suite #7, Philipshurg
EastonPAflorist.com = 610-829-0188 MORGAN HILL ROAD, JUST OFF 008-859-5600
snr thestatecafeandgrill.net 1-610-250-8795 114 S 3RD ST « EASTON, PA

EASTON EXIT OF 1-78
www.roseberryfamilydental.com
“.cce.. BECAUSE WE CARE”

S&CIEd Heart Personal & Memory Care Free No Obligation Consultations
Senior Living Independent Living No Buy-in Fees, Reasonable Rates
by the creek - Long and Short stays Rehabilitation & Respite

Northampton 610-262-4300 « www.sacredheartseniorliving.com e Center Valley 610-814-2700
207 St. Anthony of Padua, Easton, PA (b) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 (www.jppc.net)
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